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Introduction 

As technology has evolved over the years, so 
has our means of communication.  I, 
personally, do no know of anyone who does not 
have an account on at least one social media 
website. Social media has proven to be very 
beneficial to us in this age of emerging 
technology.  However, there are also many 
downfalls or negative aspects of social media.  
As users of various social media, it is important 
to understand how it affects us, both positively 
and negatively. 



Introduction 

 What is Social Media? 
 Internet sites that allow people to interact by 

sharing and discussing information about their 
lives and other things of interest. 
 can be in the form of words, pictures, audio, video, 

etc.  

 Purpose of social media 
 Access or publish virtually any type of information. 
 Ability to reach both small and large audiences 
 Allows users to meet new people and keep in touch 

with old friends or classmates 



Types of Social Media 

 There are various types of social media sites 
 Each serve a different purpose for different 

categories of users (i.e. personal, business, 
academic) 

 Some types overlap, offering multiple social 
media services on one site 
 



Types of Social Media 

 Blogs: provides information and opinions on news, events, ideas, 
etc.  

 Social Networking Sites: most common; set up a profile, become 
“friends” with other users, join groups, update friends, etc. 

 Micro-blogging: a form of blogging, but with space or character 
limits 

 Bookmarking: allows users to save, organize, and manage links 
for other websites 

 Social Q & A: Users post questions and answer questions of 
other users 

 Media Sharing: Allows users to upload, share, and comment on 
media 

 Professional Networking: like social networking, but for those 
looking to exchange professional information  

 Social News: Allows users to submit and vote on news stories 

 



History 

 Dating Sites 
 Sometimes considered the first social 

networks 
 Doesn’t fit true definition of social networking 

site 
 First true social media sites 

 Six Degrees 
 Launched in 1997 
 Allowed users to create profiles and add friends 
 Shut down in 2001 
 



History 

 First true social media sites (continued) 
 BlackPlanet, AsianAvenue, MiGente 
 Created after launch of Six Degrees 
 Created between 1997 & 2001 
 Allowed creation of personal, professional, and 

dating profiles 
 Live Journal 
 Created in 1999 
 Constantly updated blogs 
 Originator of the live updates that we currently see 

in social media sites. 
 



Popular Modern Social Media Sites 

 Facebook (social network) 
 www.facebook.com 

 Twitter (micro-blog) 
 www.twitter.com 

 LinkedIn (professional) 
 www.linkedin.com 

 Tumblr (blog) 
 www.tumblr.com  

 Instagram (media sharing app) 
 www.instagram.com  

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/
http://www.tumblr.com/
http://www.instagram.com/


Popular Modern Social Media Sites 

 YouTube (media sharing) 
 www.YouTube.com  

 Myspace (social media) 
 www.Myspace.com  

 Yahoo! Answers (Social Q&A) 
 www.answers.yahoo.com    

 Delicious (Social Bookmarking) 
 www.delicious.com  

 

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.myspace.com/
http://www.answers.yahoo.com/
http://www.delicious.com/


Statistics* 

 Social networking accounts for 22% of all time spent 
online in the U.S. 

 Australia has some of the highest social media usage in 
the world. 

 The number of social media users aged 65 and older 
grew 100% throughout 2010 

 Social Media has overtaken pornography as the number 
1 activity on the web 

 1 out of 8 couples married in the U.S last year met via 
social media 

 YouTube is the 2nd largest search engine in the world 
 If Facebook were a country, it would be the world’s 3rd 

largest in terms of population, that’s above the U.S. 
 *source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media 



The Good 

 Benefits of using social media 
 Inexpensive method of advertising  
 Most are open to anyone with an email address 
 Simple to use 
 Can be accessed in most locations throughout the 

world 
 Meet new people 
 Keep in touch with friends, customers, etc. 
 Immediately measurable for businesses 
 Learn new things 
 Keep up with latest news 



The Good: Personal Experiences 

 Social media has enabled me to keep in touch 
with old friends and classmates 

 Social media allows me to keep up with latest 
news and happenings  

 Social media such as YouTube has a plethora 
of instructional videos from users; whenever I 
want to learn how to do something I can easily 
access an instructional video 

 Able to keep my family and friends up-to-date 
with happenings in my life 



The Bad 

 Disadvantages of using Social Media 
 Can be a distraction from school, work, 

chores, etc. 
 Decreases face-to-face communication; 

increases dependence on e-communication 
 Lack of privacy 
 Creditability of some information is 

questionable 
 One’s identity can be anonymous or 

questionable 
 Certain posts can question one’s character 

 
 



The Bad: Personal Experiences 

 Social has sometimes distracted me from other 
(more important) activities. 

 Sometimes I rather communicate via social 
media than verbally on the phone. 

 I often get annoying spam from “friends’” hacked 
accounts on social networks 
 
 

 
 



The Ugly 

 How social media has negatively affected 
lives 
 Cyberbullies use social media as their 

playground 
 Cyber arguments can lead to physical 

violence 
 Assists in identity theft 
 Can be a great source for stalkers 
 Can be a great source for child predators  
 Has caused people to lose their jobs 

 
 
 



The Ugly: Personal Experiences 

 Former classmate was murdered because of an 
altercation that originated from social media site 
Twitter. 

 I know of people who have had relationship issues 
and break-ups that stemmed from social networks 

 Someone impersonated me on the social 
networking site Bebo. 
 I was made aware of this by performing a 

Google search of my name. 
 I wasn’t a Bebo user and had no knowledge of 

the site prior to that discovery. 



Precautions 

 How can we protect ourselves from “The 
Bad” and “The Ugly” 
 Limit amount of personal information you post 
 Don’t click on unknown or unfamiliar links 
 Monitor children’s internet usage on social 

media sites 
 Change your password often 
 Avoid posting provocative or questionable 

media (i.e., photos, videos) 
 Limit “check-ins” or posts about your location 

 



Conclusion 

 Social media has evolved over the years 
 A technology that is here to stay 
 There is a site to fit most of our social 

media needs 
 Can be very beneficial  
 Can negatively affect our lives 
 As with anything on the web, users need 

to engage with precaution 
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